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VICTORIA DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL DISCLAIMER  
 
No responsibility is implied or accepted by the Victoria Daly Regional Council for any act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or committee meetings.  
 
The Victoria Daly Regional Council disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and 
howsoever caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or committee meetings.  
 
Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any statement, act or 
omission made in a Council or committee meeting does so at that person’s or legal entity’s 
own risk.  
 
In particular and without detracting in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in any 
discussion regarding any planning application or application for a licence, any statement or 
intimation of approval made by any member or officer of the Victoria Daly Regional Council 
during the Course of any meeting is not intended to be and is not taken as notice of approval 
from the Victoria Daly Regional Council.  
 
The Victoria Daly Regional Council advises that anyone who has any application lodged with 
the Victoria Daly Regional Council shall obtain and should only rely on WRITTEN 
CONFIRMATION of the outcome of the application, and any conditions attaching to the 
decision made by the Victoria Daly Regional Council in respect of the application.  
 
 
 
Jennifer Marston 
Chief Executive Officer 
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An audio recording of this meeting is being made for minute and record-taking 
purposes as authorised by Council Policy LGP030 Audio Recording of Meetings 
Policy. 
 
 
2. Attendance and Apologies 
 
2.1. Attendees 
 
 
Appointed Members Present   
Deputy Mayor - Pine Creek Ward  Yvette Williams  
A/Chairperson John Roberts  
Member  Dianne Benson 
Member  Edward Ah Toy 
Member  Juliett Mills 
Member  Rosemary Aiken 
  
Staff Present  
A/CEO Maxie Smith 
Council Operations Manager  Kerry Fazldeen 
A/Executive Services Manager Samantha Parker (Teams) 
Local Authority Coordinator Dianne Hayes (Teams) 
Media and Communication Officer  Madison White (Teams 
Project Lead Sham Khalid (Teams) 
Works Supervisor  Syed Waseem (Teams) 
  
Guests  
Power & Water Corporation Jessica Stuart  
NIAA Zena Cowen 
M.Scrymhour MP Kathy Glass (Teams) 
NT Health NT Health M.Scrymhour MP 
Member of the Public Will Read 
 
 
2.2. Apologies and Absentees 
 
Apologies: Sam Forwood 
 
Absent: David Paddy and Lance Ashley 
  
PCLA-2026/44 Resolution: Carried (Juliet Mills/John Roberts) 
 
Council have received and accept the apology of Sam Forwood. 
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3. Disclosure of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest at this meeting. 
 
 

4. Resignations, Terminations and Nominations 
 
4.1. Resignations 
 
Nil 
 
4.2. Terminations 
 
Nil 
 
4.3. Nominations 
4.3.2. Lance Lawrence 
ITEM NUMBER  4.3.2.  
Lance Lawrence 
 
PCLA-2026/45 Resolution: Carried (Deputy Mayor Yvette Williams/Edward Ah 
Toy) 
 
That the nomination of Lance Lawrence is approved by the Local Authority. 
 
 
The nomination of Lance Lawrence was discussed by members. A vote was 
conducted, resulting in 3 votes in favour, 2 votes against and 1 abstained. The 
motion was carried, and the nomination was approved. The recommendation will be 
tabled at the August Ordinary Council Meeting for final consideration. 
 
5. Confirmation of Minutes 
5.1. PCLA May Minutes 2026 
ITEM NUMBER  5.1.  
PCLA May Minutes 2026 
 

 
PCLA-2026/46 Resolution: Carried (John Roberts/Dianne Benson) 
 

A. That the minutes of the PCLA May Minutes 2026 be taken as read and be 
accepted as a true record of the meeting.  

B. That the Local Authority note that Council endorsed all resolutions. 
 
 
It was noted that the previous minutes did not clearly distinguish between an apology 
and an absence. Samantha Parker, (A/Executive Services Manager), advised that 
future minutes will clearly differentiate between members who have submitted 
apologies and those recorded as absent. 
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6. Guests, Presentations and Petitions 
 
Jessica Stuart – Power and Water to discuss Copperfield Dam/Enterprise Pit 
 

Jessica Stuart from Power and Water provided an update on the proposed use of 
Enterprise Lake as part of Pine Creek’s water supply and outlined the extensive 
monitoring undertaken to ensure water quality meets the Australian Drinking Water 
Guidelines (ADWG). It was explained that naturally occurring acidic rock and soils 
are present at the bottom of the lake; however, water is only extracted from the 
upper 4 metres (30 metres higher than soils). Where ongoing monitoring has 
demonstrated stable and acceptable water quality over the past six years. The lake 
is naturally stratified due to its depth, meaning deeper water does not mix with the 
surface water from which the town’s supply is drawn. 

Power and Water advised that Pine Creek’s drinking water will continue to be 
supplied through a blend of approximately 90% bore water and 10% Enterprise Lake 
water, with regular testing undertaken for a wide range of water quality parameters, 
including manganese, pH, turbidity and bacteria. While elevated manganese levels 
have recently been detected in the lake’s upper water layer, these remain under 
close investigation and monitoring. It was explained that the blended water supply 
remains within safe guideline levels, with the Australian Drinking Water Guidelines 
applying conservative limits designed to protect the most vulnerable members of the 
community, including bottle-fed infants. 

Members raised questions regarding water quality, potential acidity, lake mixing, 
rainwater tanks and long-term water security. Power and Water advised that 
operational monitoring is continuous and, if water quality concerns were identified, 
the system could immediately revert to a 100% bore water supply. Jessica also 
confirmed that all drinking water is disinfected through chlorination before distribution 
and encouraged residents to attend the upcoming community information session 
next Wednesday from 10am-1pm, where fact sheets and further information would 
be available.  

 
National Indigenous Australian Agency (NIAA) 

NIAA representatives introduced themselves to the Pine Creek Local Authority.  
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7. Reports 
7.1. Community Service Delivery Update 
7.1.1. Community Service Delivery Update 
 
ITEM NUMBER  7.1.1.  
Community Service Delivery Update 
  
 
PCLA-2026/47 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/Rosemary Aiken) 
 
That the Pine Creek Community Services report is received and noted. 
 
 
Community Services Update 
 
Council Operations Manager (Kerry Fazldeen) presented the Community Services 
report to the Pine Creek Local Authority. 
 
Local Authority Member (Dianne Benson) queried when the upcoming citizenship 
ceremony would be held. The Council Operations Manager confirmed the ceremony 
would be held in August at the library for the 2 new citizens.  
 
Minor Project Update 
 
Works Supervisor (Syed Waseem) presented an update on the community projects 
to the Pine Creek Local Authority. The Works Supervisor advised that the footpath 
project has not yet been completed. The contractor has been notified of the defects 
identified in the footpath and is scheduled to be in Pine Creek next week to carry out 
the necessary repairs and replacements. The Works Supervisor also advised that he 
is currently seeking additional funding for the bike track project. 

A/Chief Executive Officer (Maxie Smith) suggested allowing sufficient time to utilise 
the remaining $9,088.00 funding for footpath works. 

Action: A/Chief Executive Officer to review if drainage for the footpath is under 
warranty.  
 
Copperfield Dam 
The A/Executive Services Manager provided an update on Copperfield Dam and the 
Local Authority’s request to introduce fingerlings into the dam. A letter was drafted to 
Power and Water and a response to the request has been provided and is included 
in the Correspondence Report. It was noted that the dam is maintained as a backup 
water source and, as such, the introduction of fingerlings will not be permitted.  

Deputy Mayor (Yvette Williams) queried whether there had been any follow-up 
regarding historical leases with Power and Water and noted that the dam had been 
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gifted by Goldfields. It was also noted that the dam is located on Council land and is 
a Council asset, and is not subject to Power and Water restrictions. 

The A/Executive Services Manager advised that Power and Water were looking into 
tenancy agreements regarding the dam and an update will be provided once 
received. 

Art Mural Project 

The Works Supervisor advised that a quotation of $65,000, with potential variations, 
had been received for five art mural pieces. A/Chair (John Roberts) noted that 
previous discussions had indicated that three pieces of artwork were to be 
commissioned. A/Executive Services Manager presented the relevant resolution, 
which confirmed that five mural artworks had been approved for commissioning. 

Following discussion, it was agreed that the murals for the MRC, toy store and café 
would be prioritised. 

Action: Works Supervisor to follow up on quotation for the murals based on 3 pieces 
of work being produced.  
 
Major Project Update 
The Project Lead (Sham Khalid) presented the major projects report including the 
Waste management and Landfill remediation 10-year plan. 
 
Local Authority Member (Juliett Mills) expressed concerns regarding the condition of 
Wheelie Bins in Pine Creek.  
 
M. Scrymgour MP Office (Kathy Glass) advised that the Council could contact 
Katherine Town Council to request further information regarding any surplus wheelie 
bins, or seek advice on where used wheelie bins could be sourced for Pine Creek as 
Katherine Town Council has just replaced all residents bins.. 
 
Action: Local Authority Coordinator (Dianne Hayes) to contact Katherine Town 
Council to request further information regarding surplus or used wheelie bins for Pine 
Creek. 
 
7.2. Finance Report 
7.2.1. Finance Report 
ITEM NUMBER  7.2.1.  
Finance Report 
 
PCLA-2026/48 Resolution: Carried (Dianne Benson/John Roberts) 
 
That the Local Authority Finance report is received and noted.  
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Finance Update 
 
The A/Chief Executive Officer presented the finance report to the Pine Creek Local 
Authority. The A/Chief Executive Officer advised that the organisation is currently 
operating at a deficit and is actively exploring alternative income streams to improve 
its financial position 
 
7.3. Actions Report 
7.3.1. Actions Register 
 
ITEM NUMBER  7.3.1.  
Actions Register 
  
PCLA-2026/49 Resolution: Carried (Rosemary Aiken/Edward Ah Toy) 

 
A. That the Actions Register report is received and noted; and 
B. That completed action items are removed from the list. 

 
 
Signage for NLC and PCAAA Approval 

Local Authority Member (Dianne Benson) queried whether the wording for the 
signage had been submitted to NLC for approval. A/Executive Services Manager 
confirmed that the wording had been submitted to both NLC and PCAAA. She 
advised that NLC indicated PCAAA should be the primary organisation to provide 
feedback on the wording. It was noted that despite various attempts the Council has 
not yet received feedback from PCAAA. 

Removal of Salvinia 

Local Authority Member (Edward Ah Toy) queried the removal of salvinia from the 
water gardens. Council Operations Manager advised that the salvinia will be 
removed once it has dried. 

 
8. Correspondence 
8.1. Correspondence 
ITEM NUMBER  8.1.  
Correspondence 
 
PCLA-2026/50 Resolution: Carried (Deputy Mayor Yvette Williams/John Roberts) 
 
That the correspondence be received and noted. 
 
 
Policing in Pine Creek 
Local Authority Member (Edward Ah Toy) expressed concern that the Police 
Commander was unable to attend the PCLA meeting. He noted that two houses are 
currently available for potential police officers and emphasised the importance of 
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having a police presence in Pine Creek, particularly to respond to emergencies and 
accidents. 
Deputy Mayor (Yvette Williams) advised that she had a positive conversation with 
Superintendent Read regarding police staffing in Pine Creek. Superintendent Read 
explained that the main challenge has been attracting officers to relocate to the town, 
despite Pine Creek being designated as a three-officer station. Deputy Mayor (Yvette 
Williams) further noted that two prospective police officers have expressed interest in 
relocating to Pine Creek, which may lead to a positive outcome for the community. 
Marion Scrymgour MP Office (Kathy Glass) advised that she was happy to 
investigate information on policing in Pine Creek on behalf of the PCLA. 
Action: Local Authority Coordinator to follow up with Marion Scrymgour MP Office 
(Kathy Glass) regarding policing in Pine Creek on behalf of the PCLA.  
The Local Authority requested that Deputy Mayor (Yvette Williams) continue to 
advocate to Council the need for a police presence in Pine Creek.  
 
9. General Business 
 
9.1 Locks on the Door at the Council Public Toilets 
 
Local Authority Member (Rosemary Aiken) expressed the locks on the Council public 
toilets are not locking once inside the toilet stall.  
 
Action: Council Operations Manager noted new locks had been ordered to repair 
the doors.  
 
 
9.2 Additional Signage - Kakadu Road 
 
A/Chairperson (John Roberts) raised concerns about the need for additional signage 
to inform the public of the changed road access arrangements associated with the 
development. It was noted that sections of the development have now been fenced, 
McClure Street will become a no-through road, and Buchanan Street will have 
restricted access at one end. The A/Chairperson (John Roberts) suggested that 
additional signage be installed to advise motorists that access is restricted, the roads 
are intended for residents and authorised mine vehicles only, and there is no through 
access. Council Operations Manager advised that the matter is currently being 
actioned. 
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9.3 Relocation of Concrete Pots 
 
PCLA-2026/52 Resolution: Carried (Juliet Mills/Dianne Benson) 
 
The Pine Creek Local Authority approve to relocate the concrete garden planters 
from Main Terrace and Moule Street to form a barrier in Heritage Park where pine 
logs have been damaged and allow vehicle access, and anywhere Council see’s fit 
for the relocation.  

 
 
A/Chairperson (John Roberts) raised a proposal to relocate the large decorative 
garden pots to improve traffic management and protect public spaces. It was 
suggested that the pots be moved to Heritage Park, where damaged fencing has 
allowed vehicles to drive onto grassed areas, and to the parking bays opposite the 
former hotel to discourage road trains from parking in those locations while still 
allowing access for caravans. Members noted that the pots could serve as protective 
barriers; however, any relocation would need to take into account ongoing watering 
and maintenance requirements. 

Action: Council Operations Manager to arrange relocation of concrete pots. 
 

9.4 Main Street Speed Limits  
 
PCLA-2026/53 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/Rosemary Aiken) 
 
The Pine Creek Local Authority request for Council to write a letter to the 
Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Logistics regarding the speed limit 
concerns on Main Terrace request to reduce the speed to 50klm. 
 
 
 
Will Read (Member of the Public) raised concerns regarding the level of speed from 
vehicles coming into the community specifically 60klm on Main Street. Will 
expressed that limits between 40-50klm would be ideal to avoid public risk. Local 
Authority members agreed of the potential risk and moved a motion for Council to 
write to DIPL to request the reduction of the speed limit within the town of Pine 
Creek, specifically on Main Street to 40klm.  

Action: A/Executive Services Manager to include the PCLA request on the agenda 
for the upcoming Ordinary Council Meeting and write to DIPL requesting that the 
speed limit on Main Terrace be reduced to 50 km/h. 
 
 

10. Questions from the Public 
 
Nil 
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11. Confidential 
 
Nil 
 
 
Members of the press and public to be excluded from the meeting of the Closed 
Session and access to the correspondence and reports relating to the items 
considered during the course of the Closed Session be withheld. This action is taken 
in accordance with Section 65(2) of the Local Government Act, 2008 as the items 
listed come within the following provisions: 
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