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AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

VICTORIA DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL DISCLAIMER

No responsibility is implied or accepted by the Victoria Daly Regional Council for any act,
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or committee meetings.

The Victoria Daly Regional Council disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and
howsoever caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act,
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or committee meetings.

Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any statement, act or
omission made in a Council or committee meeting does so at that person’s or legal entity’s
own risk.

In particular and without detracting in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in any
discussion regarding any planning application or application for a licence, any statement or
intimation of approval made by any member or officer of the Victoria Daly Regional Council
during the Course of any meeting is not intended to be and is not taken as notice of approval
from the Victoria Daly Regional Council.

The Victoria Daly Regional Council advises that anyone who has any application lodged with
the Victoria Daly Regional Council shall obtain and should only rely on WRITTEN
CONFIRMATION of the outcome of the application, and any conditions attaching to the
decision made by the Victoria Daly Regional Council in respect of the application.

Jennifer Marston
Chief Executive Officer
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An audio recording of this meeting is being made for minute and record-taking
purposes as authorised by Council Policy LGP030 Audio Recording of Meetings
Policy.

2. Attendance and Apologies

2.1. Attendees

2.2. Apologies and Absentees

Nil

3. Disclosure of Interest

4. Resignations, Terminations and Nominations

4.1. Resignations

Nil

4.2. Terminations

Nil

4.3. Nominations

Nil

5. Confirmation of Minutes

ITEM NUMBER 5.1.

Pine Creek Local Authority meeting held 5 Feb 2026
REPORT TYPE Confirmation of Minutes
PREPARED BY Local Authority Coordinator

Recommendation
A. That the minutes of the Pine Creek Local Authority meeting 5 Feb 2026, be
taken as read and be accepted as a true record of the meeting.
B. That the Local Authority note that Council endorsed all resolutions.

Attachments
1. 20260205 PCLA MIN Unconfirmed [5.1.1 - 18 pages]
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MINUTES

PINE CREEK LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING
HELD ON THURSDAY 5 FEBRUARY 2026
AT 12:30 PM
AT THE PINE CREEK MULTI RESOURCE CENTRE
56 Main Tce, Pine Creek, NT 0847

Attachment 5.1.1 20260205 PCLA MIN Unconfirmed 5 0f 49



AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

MINUTES
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

VICTORIA DALY REGIONAL COUNCIL DISCLAIMER

No responsibility is implied or accepted by the Victoria Daly Regional Council for any act,
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or committee meetings.

The Victoria Daly Regional Council disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and
howsoever caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act,
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or committee meetings.

Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any statement, act or
omission made in a Council or committee meeting does so at that person’s or legal entity’s
own risk.

In particular and without detracting in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in any
discussion regarding any planning application or application for a licence, any statement or
intimation of approval made by any member or officer of the Victoria Daly Regional Council
during the Course of any meeting is not intended to be and is not taken as notice of approval
from the Victoria Daly Regional Council.

The Victoria Daly Regional Council advises that anyone who has any application lodged with
the Victoria Daly Regional Council shall obtain and should only rely on WRITTEN

CONFIRMATION of the outcome of the application, and any conditions attaching to the
decision made by the Victoria Daly Regional Council in respect of the application.

Jennifer Marston
Chief Executive Officer
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Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

Please be advised that an audio recording of this meeting is being made for minute
and record taking purposes as authorised by Council Policy LGP030 Audio
Recording of Meetings Policy. Please find this policy attached.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Meeting OpPening ... 5
Welcome........oeee i ———————————————————— 5
Attendance and ApPolOgies .......ccccriiirimiiinnnsineeeee s 5
3.1 AUENAEES. ... 5
3.2. Apologies and ADSENntees ..........cccuvuiiiiiiiiiiiii 5
Disclosure of Interest...........oo e 6
Resignations, Terminations and Nominations..............cccvvveeennee. 6
5.1, RESIGNALIONS .....eiii i 6
5.2, TerminatioNS ........eeei i 6
5.3, NOMINALIONS ...t e e 6

6. Confirmation of Minutes ...t 6
6.1. Pine Creek Local Authority meeting held 9 October 2025................. 6

7. Council Response to Previous Minutes......cc...cooeciiiiieciiiiecncenees 6
7.1. Approval of Local Authority Minutes by Council ...............cccccceeeee... 6
Guests and Presentations ...........ccoovvemmmmmnnsi s 7
{00 4 (=17 o To T Lo [=1 5 o - N 7
9.1, COrreSPONUENCE ..o et 7

IO TR 2 =T o o o Y 7
10.1. Council Operations Manager Community Report...............ccccvvvvvnnnnie 7
10.1.1. Council Operations Manager Community Report - Pine Creek ....... 8

10.2. FINANCE REPOIt ..o 10
10.2.1. Finance Report for the period ended 31/12/2025 .........cccccceeenee. 10

10.2.2. Project Funding Update for the period ended 31/12/2025............. 11

10.3. General REPOIS .........uuiiiiiiiiieee e e e 11
10.3.1. ANzac Day 2026...........cccvveiieeiieeeeeee e 11

30f18

Attachment 5.1.1 20260205 PCLA MIN Unconfirmed 7 of 49



AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

MINUTES
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

10.3.2. Project Title: Pine Creek Water Gardens Pathway, Tourism Town

Asset Program — RouNd 5. 12

10.3.3. Pine Creek Sports & Rec School Holiday program.............c.cc....... 12

10.3.4. Current Liability other General ..........ccccccoovviviiiii, 13

10.3.5. Notification of OSHC Cessation ..........ccccceeviieiiiiiiiiee e 13

10.4. Attendance Report...........ooo i 14

10.4.1. Local Authority Member Attendance Report...........cccccoe. 14

10.1. Regional Plan Project Consultation ... 14

11. Questions from the Public............oooviiiiiiiceeees 17

12. Confidential...........ccoooii 17

13. General BUSINESS ... 17

14. Next Meeting ... 18
4 of 18

Attachment 5.1.1 20260205 PCLA MIN Unconfirmed 8 of 49



AGENDA

Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

Meeting Opening
The meeting opened at 12:30 PM.

2. Welcome

MINUTES

Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

Chairperson welcomed members and visitors to the meeting.

3. Attendance and Apologies

3.1. Attendees

Appointed Members Present
Deputy Mayor - Pine Creek Ward
Chair

Member

Member

Member

Member

Member

Staff Present

Mayor

CEO

Director of Council Operations

Yvette Williams
Sam Forwood
John Roberts
Dianne Benson
Edward Ah Toy
Rosemary Aiken
David Paddy

Brian Pedwell
Jennifer Marston
Tanya Brown

Council Operations Manager - Pine Creek Kerry Fazldeen

LA Coordinator

Community Care Regional Manager
Senior Accountant

Executive Services Manager
Community Safety & Wellbeing Manager

Guests
NTG

Agnico Eagle

3.2. Apologies and Absentees

Attachment 5.1.1 20260205 PCLA MIN Unconfirmed

Natasha Thompson, via Teams
Sagar Chand

Robyn Lee, via Teams

Sam Parker, via Teams
Melissa Motlap, via Teams

Sahardi Garling, Via Teams
James Hill, Senior Environment &
Community Advisor,

50f 18
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AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

MINUTES
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

Apologies: Juliett Mills

Absent: Lance Ashley
PCLA-2026/1 Resolution: Carried (Dianne Benson/Sam Forwood)

Council have received and accept the apology of Juliett Mills.

o5

4. Disclosure of Interest

There were no declarations of interest at this meeting.

5. ResignationsyTerminations and Nominations

5.1. Resignations

Nil

5.2. Terminations

Nil

5.3. Nominations

Nil

6. Confirmation of Minutes

ITEM NUMBER 6.1.
202

PCLA-2026/2 Resolution: Carried (Dianne Benson/Sam Forwood)

That the minutes of the Pine Creek Local Authority meeting held 9 October 2025 be
taken as read and are accepted as a true record of the meeting.

7. Council Response to Previous Minutes
ITEM NUMBER  7.1.

[PCLA-2026/3 Resolution: Carried (John Roberts/David Paddy)

6 of 18
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AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

MINUTES
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

That the Approval of Local Authority Minutes by Council report be received and
noted.

PCLA member John Roberts queried whether the Welcome sign should be included
in this report. CEO Jennifer Marston clarified that the Welcome sign falls under the
Projects Report mentioned in the table.

8¢ Guests and Presentations

James Hill, Senior Environment & Community Advisor from Agnico Eagle, attended
to connect with the Pine Creek community and provide an update on planned
exploration and drilling. He advised that exploration and drilling will take place during
the dry season. James mentioned that Agnico Eagle is willing to offer community
support through projects and could potentially provide funding. He requested that the
Local Authority contact him for any questions or further discussion.

Deputy Mayor asked if the Pit is operated by Agnico Eagle. James confirmed that
Agnico Eagle runs the Pit'and stated there are about 35 exploration holes planned in
the dry season, around April.

CEO Jennifer Marston requested that James send through any proposals for funding
that could be offered so that the Local Authority could be aware of the guidelines and
types of projects eligible for funding.

Action: Local Authority to follow up with James through the OCM regarding any
funding proposals or projects.

James's email address will distributed to the LA members.

9. Correspondence
ITEM NUMBER  9.1.

PCLA-2026/4 Resolution: Carried (Dianne Benson/Sam Forwood)

That the Correspondence report be received and noted.

The PCLA Chair asked the Local Authority if they had any questions regarding the
correspondence received.

Deputy Mayor advised that the letter addressed to Gurindji Corporation is not
relevant to Pine Creek. The CEO Jennifer Marston noted this.

10. Reports

10.1. Council Operations Manager Community Report

7 of 18
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AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

MINUTES
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

ITEM NUMBER 10.1.1.

PCLA-2026/18 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/Deputy Mayor Yvette
Williams)

That the Council Operations Manager, Pine Creek report is received and noted;

PCLA-2026/19 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/Deputy Mayor Yvette
Williams)

A. That the COM will reach out to Kybrook farm to find out what is being done for
NAIDOC. PCLA and VDRC may join in with this event; and
B. That the Grant manager will look into a possible NAIDOC grant.

NAIDOC Event Discussion
Discussion occurred regarding the possibility of hosting a NAIDOC event, noting that
Pine Creek does not usually host NAIDOC events.

Local Authority member Dianne Benson suggested that the LA could collaborate with
Kybrook Farm.

CEO Jennifer Marston requested a follow-up with Kybrook to determine if we could
host an event together.

Action: COM to contact Kybrook Farm / PCAAA to determine plans for NAIDOC
day.

PCLA-2026/20 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/Deputy Mayor Yvette
Williams)

That the PCLA dates for 2025 are updated:

e 5 May 8:30 am - 10:30 am (online via Teams only) to discuss the Regional Plan
e 4 August 12:30 pm
e 1 December 12:30 pm

8 of 18
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AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

MINUTES
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

There were concerns raised about the proposed Authority meeting dates, as they
fall on Thursdays, conflicting with seniors' shopping day Members requested whether
meeting days could be adjusted.

CEO Jennifer Marston explained that meeting dates are being moved to
accommodate community availability.

A/Executive Services Manager Sam Parker confirmed the updated PCLA dates for
2025.

John Roberts requested clarification on the location of the 5 May meeting. CEO
Jennifer Marston confirmed that it would be held online via Teams.

Action: Updated calendar invites will be sent to the Local Authority members and
external stakeholders.

PCLA-2026/21 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/Deputy Mayor Yvette
Williams)

That Council follow up with NLC, APRA and the two Aboriginal groups - Jawoyn
Wagiman to consult on the wording and seek approval of Welcome sign wording.

Discussion:

PCLA member Rosemary Aiken asked if the wording for the Welcome sign had been
decided. CEO Jennifer Marston confirmed that the resolution for the wording was
passed at the last meeting. John Roberts commented that while there was a

discussion, he does not believe a formal decision was made, as further advice was
required to ensure the wording met all requirements.

The Local Authority Coordinator found the resolution from PCLA 9 October 2025:
Resolution PCLA-2025/104 - Carried (John Roberts / Sam Forwood)

The PCLA agreed on the location, style and wording for the welcome sign:

1. Welcome to Pine Creek

2. NT Goldfields

3. Jawoyn Wagiman Country

The wording will need to be submitted to NLC for approval.

9 0of 18
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AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

MINUTES
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

PCLA-2026/22 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/Deputy Mayor Yvette
Williams)

Tourism Grant and Beautification Project

Council Operations Manager Kerry Fazldeen provided an update on the Tourism
Grant and Beautification project:

e All cement has been delivered.

o Work is pending the arrival of the saw.

Discussion:

Members raised concerns regarding other footpaths in Pine Creek, noting some are
in poor condition. CEO Jennifer Marston clarified that future Regional Plan projects
could allocate further funding for footpath upgrades.

John Roberts suggested that footpaths in the Water Gardens should be ripped up,
replaced, and compacted to address root problems and prevent future cracking.
CEO Jennifer Marston clarified that the current funding is for repairs only, not for new
concrete paths.

It was agreed that future grants could support new paths, not just repairs.

John Roberts also questioned if the grant was specifically for tourism, with both
PCLA member Edward Ah Toy and John Roberts agreeing they did not recall the
grant being tourism-specific.

CEO Jennifer Marston clarified that two projects were merged, and $10,000 was
allocated for the Local Authority to repair footpaths. The total combined grant funding
is $39,271, with the condition that footpath repairs contribute to tourism and town
beautification.

10.2. Finance Report
ITEM NUMBER 10.2.1.

PCLA-2026/23 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/David Paddy)

That the Local Authority Finance report is received and noted.

Robyn Lee, senior Account with VDRC, was introduced to present the Finance
reports.

10 of 18
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AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

MINUTES
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

Edward Ah Toy queried whether the red figures in the finance report indicated an
overspend. CEO Jennifer Marston clarified that the red figures actually represent
underspent amounts due to a vacancy, not overspending.

ITEM NUMBER 10.2.2.

PCLA-2026/24 Resolution: Carried (Sam Forwood/Dianne Benson)

That the Project report is received and noted.

PCLA-2026/25 Resolution: Carried (Dianne Benson/Edward Ah Toy)

That the unspent funds of $1,496 is returned to the PCLA funding for use in future
projects.

10.3. General Reports
ITEM NUMBER 10.3.1.

PCLA-2026/26 Resolution: Carried (Deputy Mayor Yvette Williams/David Paddy)

That the Anzac Day report is received and noted;

PCLA-2026/27 Resolution: Carried (John Roberts/Edward Ah Toy)

A. That PCLA allocates $300 to support an ANZAC Day 2026 event at Pine Creek
and notes that Victoria Daly Regional Council will contribute an equal amount
bringing the total budget for the event to $600.00; and

B. That the Dawn Service will proceed as normal and the VDRC and PCLA will
organise an event at the MRC or Top pub following the Dawn Service.

The CEO confirmed that Council could run the event using the proposed $300 or
alternatively, the Local Authority could donate the funds. The Dawn Service will
proceed as normal. Members discussed holding an event following the Dawn
Service. Deputy Mayor suggested asking Chris for the use of his courtyard, but the
CEO mentioned the Multi Resource Centre (MRC) or Top Pub could be used as
alternatives. It was agreed that a breakfast would be provided, similar to the one held

11 0of 18
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AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

MINUTES
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

at the Australia Day event. The breakfast will be hosted by VDRC at the MRC or Top
Pub.

ITEM NUMBER" ,10.3.2.

ct'T ine
oundS

PCLA-2026/28 Resolution: Carried (Deputy Mayor Yvette Williams/David Paddy)

That the PCLA Water gardens footpath upgrade report is received and noted.

PCLA-2026/29 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/John Roberts)

A. That the PCLA note that preliminary works will be undertaken internally using
equipment purchased with Local Authority funds (up to $9,817.76).

B. That the PCLA notes that the remaining works will be outsourced due to time
constraints associated with grant funding compliance and completion deadlines;

Discussion: John Roberts asked if contractors could lay pipes at the same time as
undertaking the concrete works. Kerry Fazldeen, Council Operations Manager for
Pine Creek, confirmed that the Operations Team will be carrying out these works.

PCLA-2026/30 Resolution: Carried (John Roberts/Deputy Mayor Yvette Williams)

That the Local Authority coordinator follow up on the Water garden project and
resolve whether it is complete or if there is funding available to complete the woks
required.

12 of 18
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AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

MINUTES
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

ITEM NUMBER 10.3.3.

PCLA-2026/31 Resolution: Carried (John Roberts/Edward Ah Toy)

That the Pine Creek School holidays program report is received and noted.

ITEM NUMBER 10.3.4.
tdia

PCLA-2026/32 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/Sam Forwood)

That the report is received and noted;

PCLA-2026/33 Resolution: Carried (John Roberts/Sam Forwood)

A. That the PCLA resolve to utilise the $300 donation for the ANZAC day activities;
B. That the COM ensure that the funds are spent before the close of the financial
year; and

C. That VDRC will write to the local member and thank him for the donation.

Discussion:

The CEO advised that the $300 liability amount originated from a donation by
Dheran Young. John Roberts suggested allocating the money to ANZAC Day
activities, and the CEO confirmed that Dheran Young would be thanked for the
donation and informed that the funds will be used for ANZAC Day.

ITEM NUMBER 10.3.5.

PCLA-2026/34 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/John Roberts)

That the Out of School Hours Care Pine Creek report is received and noted.

Discussion:

13 of 18
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AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

MINUTES
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

The CEO provided a summary of the report and confirmed that the OSHC program is
no longer being delivered. John Roberts raised whether Night Patrol could take on
activities for children, similar to what they had previously done. Rosemary Aiken
asked if Night Patrol could operate the program in the future.

The CEO explained that the funding body had been approached to allow Night Patrol
staff to run the program, including offsetting staff salaries with funding from Sport
and Recreation. Additional funding was requested for this but was unfortunately
denied by the funding body.

10.4. Attendance Report
ITEM NUMBER 10.4.1.

itho Me

PCLA-2026/35 Resolution: Carried (John Roberts/Sam Forwood)

That the Pine Creek Attendance Report is received and noted.

ITEM NUMBER 10.1.

PCLA-2026/5 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/Sam Forwood)

That the Regional Plan Consultation report is received and noted,;

PCLA-2026/6 Resolution: Carried (David Paddy/Edward Ah Toy)

A. That the PCLA review and discuss the projects contained in the current 2025
2026 Regional Plan and identify any items that should be carried forward,
amended, or removed; and

B. That the resolution for $15,000 towards vet visits, two times per year is removed
from the Regional Plan as it is not needed.

[PCLA-2026/7 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/Sam Forwood)

14 of 18
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AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

MINUTES
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

A. That the PCLA allocate, this Financial Year, $3,000 to purchasing pine trees from
the Darwin supplier including transport and other accessories required to make the
planting successful and in around April 2026 the Chair of the PCLA will source
approximately 20 pine trees after the wet season; and

B. That the Park and Gardens team will plant the trees in locations that are near
sprinklers to ensure there is a water source, before June 2026.

PCLA-2026/8 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/David Paddy)

A. That the COM will consult with the Deputy Chair to obtain a quote including
delivery for 5 water filled flood barriers with an approved budget of up to $1,000;

B. That Park and Gardens will install water filled flood barriers;

C. That the PCLA notes that this project will be undertaken in conjunction with the
re-circulation project at the water gardens; and

D. The Local Authority coordinator will follow up on the water gardens re-circulation
projects to establish the status of the project and to ensure that the deliverables for
the new projects are sequenced.

PCLA-2026/9 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/Rosemary Aiken)

That the PCLA allocate up to $5,000 for the Park and Garden team or a supplier to
fix the foot path sections of the foot path near the health clinic on Baxter Terrace,
Pine Creek.

PCLA-2026/10 Resolution: Carried (John Roberts/Rosemary Aiken)

That the PCLA allocate up to $1,000 to install seating with a canopy already owned
by VDRC and a sign to be made and delivered at the newly installed bike path.

A discussion was held about the sign's design. It was agreed that the sign should
indicate the bike path project was delivered by the Victoria Daly Regional Council

15 0of 18
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AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

MINUTES
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

(VDRC) and supported by the Pine Creek Local Authority and the Northern Territory
Government.

PCLA-2026/11 Resolution: Carried (John Roberts/Edward Ah Toy)

That the PCLA allocate $500 to the Victoria Daly Regional Council International
Women's Day event on 8 March 2026.

A discussion took place between CEO Jennifer Marston and the Deputy Mayor,
noting that the event would be hosted at the VDRC Katherine Regional office on 8
March. VDRC will encourage participation from Pine Creek residents, offering
transport to and from the event. The CEO will send invitations to the community
members via the Local Authority email distribution list.

PCLA-2026/12 Resolution: Carried (John Roberts/Dianne Benson)

A. That the PCLA allocate up to $40,000 funding for art work / Murals in the

2026/27 with the location being:

o the MRC with an image of hooded parrot and Gouldian finches native to Pine
Creek

o the brick toilet block with an image that depicts the mining heritage of the town
and pine trees

e Atthe Ah Toy store with a Chinese image of a dragon and Edward Ah Toys
father Jimmy Ah Toy

o the side of the cafe with an image of Maisey

¢ and the water tank along the rail corridor with a vintage style welcome sign
which would require consent from the National trust; and

B. That the PCLA notes that VDRC will seek a grant wherever possible to contribute

and write letters to those of the projects that require approval.

PCLA-2026/13 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/Rosemary Aiken)

That the PCLA allocate $1,000 from the PCLA 2026-2027 budget towards the
senior Christmas event 2026.

16 of 18
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AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

MINUTES
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

PCLA-2026/14 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/John Roberts)

That the PCLA allocate $500 from the PCLA 2026-2027 budget towards the
Australia Day event 2027.

PCLA-2026/15 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/Sam Forwood)

That the PCLA allocate $500 towards ANZAC day.

PCLA-2026/16 Resolution: Carried (Rosemary Aiken/Sam Forwood)

That the PCLA allocate $200 for prizes for PCLA Christmas lights competition

PCLA-2026/17 Resolution: Carried (John Roberts/Rosemary Aiken)

That the PCLA write to Agneco Gold to seek their support to fund a major project to
achieve improved parking for tourists and foot paths for community safety.

11. Questions from the Public

12. Confidential

Nil

Members of the press and public to be excluded from the meeting of the Closed
Session and access to the correspondence and reports relating to the items
considered during the course of the Closed Session be withheld. This action is taken
in accordance with Section 65(2) of the Local Government Act, 2008 as the items
listed come within the following provisions:

13. General Business

17 of 18
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AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

MINUTES
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Thursday 5 February 2026

PCLA-2026/36 Resolution: Carried (Edward Ah Toy/John Roberts)

That the PCLA Chair writes a letter to the NT Police commander for this region,
seeking community consultation to discuss the concerns about police presence in
the Pine Creek so that the community input can be provided before a decision to
withdraw from the community is heard. The letter will include that there are 4
licensed premises in Pine Creek.

Discussion:

The Deputy Mayor mentioned that she was aware the police were considering
withdrawing their presence from Pine Creek. PCLA members were not previously
informed, which indicates that the police have not consulted the community. The
Commander was invited to this meeting and has committed to attending the next

PCLA meeting.
The Deputy Mayor noted that if an incident occurs, police would come from either
Katherine or Daly River.

Action:
The Director of Council Operations will include a project in the 2026/27 Regional

Plan to remove the buildings at the VDRC compound that previously contained
asbestos.

Action:
Concerns were raised about the road to Kybrook Farm. Since this section is a DLI

(Department of Infrastructure) road, the Director of Council Operations will engage
with DLI regarding the road's condition.

14. Next Meeting

The next Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting will be held 12 May 2026, online to
discuss the Regional Plan.

The next Ordinary Meeting of Council will be held 24 February 2026 at Victoria Daly
Regional Council office, 18 Pearce Street, Katherine, NT, 0850.

Everyone is welcome to attend in person or join via teams.

The meeting closed at 2:39 PM .
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6. Guests, Presentations and Petitions
Nil

7. Reports

7.1. Community Service Delivery Update

ITEM NUMBER 7.1.1.

REPORT TYPE Council Operations Manager Report
PREPARED BY Council Operations Manager, Pine Creek

Purpose
To update the Local Authority on Service Delivery in Pine Creek.

Recommendation

A. That the Council Operations Manager report is received and noted.

B. That the Local Authority determines [insert materials] will be used for
memorial plaques.

C. That the Local Authority commits [$$$$] amount of funding to the memorial
plaques.

Regional Plan

Goal 4:Liveability
4.1 Delivery of quality programs which support resident’'s well being

2025/26 - Current projects

Project Status Budget Budget Funding
Allocated Remaining
Pine Trees Quotes received - project will | $3,000 $3,000 LA Funding

start when team is ready to
plant the trees.

Welcome Sign SOW completed and are now | $30,000 $30,000 LA Funding

in the process of obtaining

quotes.
Kybrook Bus The site is ready and material = $1,000 0 LA Funding
Shelter is procured. Expected to be

completed within 2 weeks.
Tourism Grant- = Quotes received are higher $39,271 $39,271 LA Funding and
Footpath than allocated budget, need $29,453.27 Grant
project to rescope the project to (Grant)

focus on essential repairs $9,817.76
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(LA)
Beautification The project has not yet $10,000 $10,000 LA Funding
commenced and is expected
to begin after the completion
of the footpath works.
Memorial Has to go back to LA to make No budget To be To be allocated.
Plaques a decision on what materialis | has been allocated. No resolution.
to be used for Plaques. allocation as
(see information below). of yet.

2026/27 — Projects to commence in financial year

Project Budget Allocated Budget Remaining | Funding
Community $40,000 $40,000 LA Funding
Artwork and Murals

Water Gardens $1,000 $1,000 LA Funding

Project - Flood
Barriers (5 units)
Footpath Repairs $5,000 LA Funding

Seating — Bike Track | $1,000 $1,000 LA Funding

On 4 March 2025 the Local Authority discussed funding memorial plaques for the
cemetery.

Quotes have been obtained for two plaque options:

e 10 line plaques @ $450 each

e 4 line plaques@ $250 each
Alternative options have been explored and there are various material and price
options. This needs to be determined by the Local Authority and a budget allocated
so this project can proceed.

Sport and Recreation Surveys

Three surveys developed by Sport and Recreation are tabled for the Local
Authority’s information. The surveys are part of a consultation to inform the
development of sport and recreation plans and are designed to capture a range of
perspectives from key stakeholders and the wider community. The surveys include
the Stakeholder Feedback Survey, the Community Feedback Survey, and Tell Us
What You Like!. Feedback received through these surveys will assist in identifying
priorities, participation trends, and opportunities to support future sport and
recreation planning across the region.

Council officer conflict of interest declaration

Attachments
1. 506 Pine Creek [7.1.1.1 - 1 page]
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2 506.2 Pine Creek [7.1.1.2 - 1 page]

3. Tell us What you Like! [7.1.1.3 - 2 pages]

4.  Community Feedback Survey [7.1.1.4 - 2 pages]
5 Stakeholder Feedback Survey [7.1.1.5 - 2 pages]
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accounts@kakadublue.com.au ABN: 99 614 964 268

@ PO Box 3891 Palmerston, NT 0830

@ 19 Mander Rd, Holtze NT 0831

@ Maryann Collins: 0498 162 826 KA KADU B I_U

QUOTE NO. 506 DATE 21/04/2026
TO SHIP TO INSTRUCTIONS
Syed Waseem

Syed.Waseem@vicdaly.nt.gov.au
18 Pearce Street,
Katherine NT 0850

QUANTITY DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE TOTAL
16 Northern Cypress Pine Tree |2 meters 20.00 320.00
21 Northern Cypress Pine Tree |1 meters 20.00 420.00
SUBTOTAL 740.00
GST INCL. 74.00

SHIPPING & HANDLING -

TOTAL DUE BY: N/A 740.00
Bank Name: People’s Choice Thank you for your business.
Account Holder: V.J & M. COLLINS
BSB: 805 050

Account Number: 100531532
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ABN: 99 614 964 268

KAKADUBLU

QUOTE NO. 506.2

DATE 21/04/2026

TO INSTRUCTIONS

Syed Waseem 55 Moule Street, Pine

Syed.Waseem@vicdaly.nt.gov.au Creek Northern Territory

18 Pearce Street, 0847, Australia

Katherine NT 0850

QUANTITY DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE TOTAL

1 Kakadu Blue Delivery 600.00 600.00
SUBTOTAL 600.00
GST INCL. 60.00

Bank Name: People’s Choice
Account Holder: V.J & M. COLLINS
BSB: 805 050

Account Number: 100531532

Attachment 7.1.1.2 506.2 Pine Creek

SHIPPING & HANDLING -

TOTAL DUE BY: N/A 600.00

Thank you for your business.
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e, .
5 Tell Us What You Like!
B &

Onai

Sport & Recreation Program

1. Which community are you from?

2. How old are you?

O Under 10
O 17

3. Have you joined any of our activities before?
O Yes, regularly

O Yes, sometimes

ONo

4. What activities do you like the most? (Select your favourites)
D Sports (AFL, Basketball, Soccer, Tennis, Cricket, Skateboarding / Boxing / Gymnastics)
D Recreation (Lego / Music / Movies / DJ workshops/ Disco
Outdoor Activities (Bush trips / camping / horse riding/ Fishing)

D Arts and Crafts (Painting, Drawing, Beading, weaving, Jewellery, Digital Art)

Other

5. When do you like activities best?
O After school
O Weekends

O School holidays
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6. What other fun activities would you like us to include?

7. ls there anything that makes it hard for you to join activities?

O Transport
Timing
Didn't know about them

O
O
O Not interested
O

Other

8. Please provide your full name (optional)

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Microsoft. The data you submit will be sent to the form owner.

@ Microsoft Forms

Attachment 7.1.1.3 Tell us What you Like! 29 of 49



AGENDA
Pine Creek Local Authority Meeting Tuesday 5 May 2026

<
A =
> &

/¢
nai

@f" Community Feedback Survey

Sport & Recreation Program

1. Which community do you represent?

2. Have you or your household participated in any of our recent activities?
O Yes, regularly

O Yes, occasionally

ONO

3. What types of activities would you like to see more of in your community? (Select all that
apply)

D Sports (Football, basketball, AFL, Gymnastics, Cricket, Swimming, Skateboarding, Boxing)

D Recreational Activities (Movie night, Disco Night, Kids Corner, Photography, Film Making and Editing, DJ & Music
Mixing)

Outdoor activities (Bush trips, Horse riding, Fishing)

D Cultural programs (Traditional skills, Traditional Cooking Sessions, Bush Medicine, Traditional Music)
|:| Arts and Crafts (Painting, Drawing, Beading, weaving, Jewellery, Digital Art)

Other

4. What activities or programs would you like to see in your community?
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5. What's the best way for us to let you know about activities?

O Facebook or social media

O Phone call

Text message

Word of mouth

O
O School noticeboard
O
O

Other

6. Is there anything that makes it hard to attend activities?
D Transport
D Timing
Not aware of activities

Other

O
D Not interested
0O

7. Would you or someone in your community be interested in being involved in delivering
local activities (e.g. as a coach, mentor, helper or organiser)?

O Yes (If Yes, please contact Siby Mathew: siby.mathew®@vicdaly.nt.gov.au or call 0409 342 607)

ONo

8. Please provide your full name (optional)

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Microsoft. The data you submit will be sent to the form owner.

@8 Microsoft Forms
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[y}
%
Ona >

@f" Stakeholder Feedback Survey
3

Sport & Recreation Program

1. Which organisation do you represent?

2. Which community/communities do you support or work in?

3. What aspects of the program have worked well in your community?

4. What challenges or issues have you observed with the program?

5. How can we improve collaboration with your organisation?
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6. Are there specific groups that need more focus?

(O children
O Youth

Women

Men

Elders

People with disability

Families

O O O O O O

Other

7. How would your organisation like to support or participate in future programs?

8. Overall, how would you rate the Sport and Recreation program in your community?
O Very good
O Good
O Okay

O Needs improvement

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Microsoft. The data you submit will be sent to the form owner.

@8 Microsoft Forms
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7.2. Finance Report

ITEM NUMBER 7.2.1.

REPORT TYPE Local Authority Finance Report
PREPARED BY Chief Financial Officer

Purpose
Victoria Daly Regional Council provides regular financial reporting to Local
Authorities to ensure openness around how Council funds are allocated and spent
within each ward. While this is not a standalone Local Authority budget, it outlines:
e the annual operational budget for services delivered in the community,
e how funds have been distributed across key areas such as core services,
community programs, and local infrastructure, and
e income received by Council to support service delivery (including grants,
subsidies, fees and charges, and other revenue sources).
This information helps the Local Authority understand how Council resources are
being used and provides context when considering projects, priorities, and
recommendations.

Recommendation
That the Local Authority Finance report is received and noted.
B. That the Local Authority note that the underspends from the Senior
Christmas Dinner and Resurfacing the Tennis Court will be added back to

their Local Authority funding for use in future projects ($1,496).

Background

Income — How Much Money Did We Receive?

Total income for the period was $875,850, which is $51,805 below budget.
Key drivers of the variance:

Operating Grants and Subsidies: $41,769 less than estimated

Fees and Charges: $8,537 less than estimated

Commercial and Other Income: $1,499

Expenditure — How Much Did We Spend?

Total expenditure for the period was $1,580,014, which is $64,415 under budget.
The underspend was primarily due to:

Reduced spending on utilities, repairs and maintenance, rent, insurance, minor
assets, materials, fuel.

Where did we spend more?
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The significant overspend was in Contractors — Structural with an overspend of
$97,807. Two large transactions in this area are responsible. Asbestos removal
$41,943 and Stormwater Repair $87,321.

Improvement Opportunities
Strengthening project planning and forecasting to support more accurate budgeting,
timely delivery, and effective financial management.

We spent less than budgeted
on cleaning products,
contractor electrical work,
equipment hire, insurance,
materials, minor assets, and
program and event costs.
However, we overspent on
confractor structural work,
hardware, contractor labour,
and contractor-other
expenses.

Structural costs include
$41,943 for asbestos removal

Materials and Contracts 525,106 588,154 69'7630nd $87.321 for a fully
funded water drainage
system project. Confractor
labour costs increased due
to free removal services at
$55,100. The 'contractor-
other expenses' category is
$11,420 over budget, also
related to the water
drainage system. Hardware
overspending resulted from
council-approved camera
installations at waste
management facilities.

Council Committee & 4.350 4950 2550

LA Allowances

Council Committee & 892 750 178

LA Expenses

Other Expenses 120 0 (120)

Allocations 361,077 370,062 0

TOTAL OPERATING
EXPENDITURE 1,580,014 1,644,429 64,415

OPERATING SURPLUS /|
DEFICIT (704,164) (716,774) (12,610)
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ACTUAL VS BUDGET

1,800,000
1,600,000
1,400,000
1,200,000

1,000,000

875,850

800,000
600,000
400,000

200,000

= Actual

927,655

Income

Project Update

Local Authority
projects-Pine Creek

Fund Carried forward from last
financial year

Grant expected to be received this
financial year

Total available funds

Funds spent to date

Less Amount spent previous financial
years

Amount spent on project this
financial year 2025-26
Funds committed but

not yet spent

Funds available for

future projects

= Budget

136,962
(1,966)

1,580,014

Expenditure

165,999

46,900

212,899

(134,996)
(50,348)

27,555

1,644,429
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Projects Amount spent
Senior Christmas Dinner 974
Pine Polesx20 803
Bike Track 90,909
Resurfacing the Tennis Court and oval 42,310
134,996
Underspent
Senior Christmas Dinner 26
Resurfacing the Tennis Court and oval 1,470
1,496
Nil
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ITEM NUMBER 7.1.

REPORT TYPE Report for Information
PREPARED BY Local Authority Coordinator

Purpose
To seek Local Authority feedback on the draft Regional Plan and proposed projects

for the 2026/27 financial year.

Recommendations

A. That the Draft Regional Plan report is received and noted.
B. That the Local Authority Provides feedback and endorsement on the
proposed projects for the 2026/27 financial year.

Background

In accordance with the Local Government Act 2019 (NT), Council is required to
undertake annual planning processes that incorporate consultation and engagement
with Local Authorities across its wards.

The Draft Regional Plan has been developed following structured consultation and
engagement with Local Authority members across the Victoria Daly Regional Council
area. This engagement has been undertaken to ensure the plan is informed by local
priorities, place-based knowledge, and community-identified needs, and that
proposed projects reflect matters of importance to each Local Authority.

The Draft Regional Plan includes:

e Local Authority Member lists; and
e Proposed projects for the 2026/27 financial year relevant to each Local
Authority.

The draft has been developed to both demonstrate compliance with legislative
requirements and to support meaningful, ongoing engagement with Local Authorities
by providing an opportunity for members to review, validate, and provide feedback
on the proposed projects prior to finalisation.

Considerations

e This document is draft only, and all content remains subject to change
following Local Authority feedback and Council consideration.

e Feedback received through the consultation process will be used to refine
project priorities and inform the final Regional Plan.
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Once approved by Council, the Regional Plan will be released for public
consultation in accordance with legislative and policy requirements.

A separate copy of the draft Regional Plan will be circulated with the Agenda
and uploaded to Council’s website as a supplementary report.

Attachments

Nil
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8. Correspondence
ITEM NUMBER 8.1.

REPORT TYPE Correspondence
PREPARED BY Local Authority Coordinator

Recommendation
That the correspondence be received and noted.

INCOMING REGISTER

DATE ADDRESSED TO | FROM REGARDING DOC ID
20 March Ms Samantha Parker Australian Flood Warning DOCID-
2026 Local Authority Government Infrastructure Network | 2146695868-
Coordinator Bureau of 75878
Meterology
OUTGOING REGISTER
DATE ADDRESSED TO | FROM REGARDING DOC ID
1/4/2026 NLC; PCAAA; Jawoyn and | CEO Jennifer Pine Creek Welcome DOCID-
Wagiman Traditional Marston Sign Consultation 2146695868-
Owner Groups 75908
31 March 2026 | Telstra Regional Affairs CEO Jennifer Ongoing DOCID-
Team Marston telecommunication 2146695868-
outages in the VDRC 75894
region
13/2/2026 Commander Terry Zhang | Chairperson Pine Creek Police DOCID-
Sam Forwood 2146695868-
75815
20-04-2026 | Dheran Young — CEO Jennifer RE: Pine Creek DOCID-
Member for Daly Marston Donation 2146695868-
75897

Correspondence is attached on the next pages, Incoming followed by Outgoing.

Attachments
1. 2026-03-20 INCOMING - Victoria Daly Regional Council - FWIN Program

Update [8.1.1 - 2 pages]
2.  Letter from CEO Jennifer Marston RE Pine Creek Welcome Sign [8.1.2 - 1

page]

3. Letter from Sam Forwood Chair PCLA Pine Creek Police [8.1.3 - 1 page]
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Letter from CEO Jennifer Marston RE Telstra Connectivity in the Victoria Daly
Region [8.1.4 - 2 pages]
5. Letter from CEO Jennifer Marston - Donation Dheran Young [8.1.5 - 1 page]
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OFFICIAL
% ’! Australian Government
':‘”;@'uv “  Bureau of Meteorology 20 March 2026

Ms Samantha Parker

Local Authority Coordinator

Victoria Daly Regional Council
Samantha.Parker@vicdaly.nt.gov.au

Dear Sam,

Thank you for your correspondence sent on 17 March 2026 seeking an update on the
Bureau of Meteorology’s Flood Warning Infrastructure Network (FWIN) upgrades within the
Victoria Daly region.

The Bureau acknowledges the importance of your request in light of current flood impacts
and agrees that improved flood warning infrastructure is essential to enhancing community
preparedness and safety.

FWIN is a 10-year national program being undertaken in a staggered approach across
Australia. It is being delivered through a structured six stage process to ensure sites are
appropriately prioritised, upgraded safely and transitioned into long term operations. These
six major milestones include:

Stage one: Identify sites — prioritising catchments, consulting with stakeholders, detailed
planning and agreeing on sites.

Stage two: Scope remediation works — assessing remediation and upgrade requirements
at selected sites, including technical feasibility, access considerations and preliminary
design.

Stage 3: Site acquisitions and clearances — completing due diligence, including land tenure
verification, legal transfer of ownership where required, and establishment of tenure or
access agreements.

Stage 4: Remediate sites — preparing work packages for sites in close geographical
proximity and completing construction and upgrade works to improve monitoring capability
and resilience.

Stage 5: Transition to Bureau operations — assessing data quality and reliability from sites
and integrating those data into Bureau operational and forecasting systems.

Stage 6: Sites live — data displaying on the Bureau’s website and incorporating sites into
routine inspection, maintenance and asset management programs.

In accordance with the Australian Government approved delivery schedule, the FWIN program
will commence detailed planning activities, as part of stage one, in the Northern Territory in
the 2026-27 financial year, with acquisition and remediation works expected to commence in
the 2027-28 financial year.

Based on initial assessments, priority catchments identified for the Northern Territory currently
include:

OFFICIAL
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OFFICIAL

e Upper Victoria River

o Waterhouse River

e McArthur River

o Katherine River

e Lower Daly River

e Daly River above Douglas River

These catchments have been identified considering flood risk, community exposure and
opportunities to strengthen monitoring and warning capability and may be subject to change
as further information comes to light following flood events and through ongoing stakeholder
consultation.

The Bureau has been engaging with the Northern Territory government to better understand
the broader flood warning landscape and where future improvements could have the
greatest impact for Territory communities. From July 2026 we will continue to work closely
with Northern Territory stakeholders to determine priority catchments and sites for inclusion
in the FWIN Program as part of this process.

In relation to your interest in river and creek systems that impact Njitpurru, the Bureau notes
that existing gauges upstream of this area on the Victoria River include Dashwood Crossing,
station number 514822. This location currently hosts both a rain gauge and a water level
gauge and also functions as a modelling point within the Bureau’s flood forecasting system.
These assets are currently owned by NT Department of Environment and Natural Resources.
Our detailed planning process will assess opportunities such as this site for remediation,
upgrade or integration into the FWIN Program.

While program delivery timeframes are governed by national scheduling, the Bureau remains
committed to working collaboratively with the Northern Territory Government and local
stakeholders as planning progresses.

We aim to keep our partners updated on progress to ensure visibility, provide clarity on rollout
and expected timelines, and support your planning activities.

We appreciate your continued engagement on this important initiative and look forward to
ongoing collaboration as the FWIN program advances in the Northern Territory.

If you have any further questions, please contact the Bureau's FWIN team at
FWIN@bom.gov.au

Yours sincerely,

Hamideh Nouri
Acting General Manager, Flood Warning Infrastructure Network Program
Business Solutions Group

OFFICIAL
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30t March 2026

Northern Land Council

Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority

Jawoyn Traditional Owner Group

Wagiman Traditional Owner Group

CC: ceo@nlc.org.au; ceo@aapant.org.au; admin@jawoyn.org.au; pcaaa7@bigpond.com

Dear Northern Land Council, Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority, Jawoyn and WagimanTraditional
Owner group,

Re: Pine Creek Welcome Sign

The Victoria Daly Regional Council formally requests consultation and the necessary approvals from the
Northern Land Council, the Aboriginal Areas Protection Authority, and the Jawoyn Traditional Owner Group
regarding the proposed wording for the new Pine Creek Welcome Sign.

Council has undertaken preliminary consideration of the sign’s location, design and cultural context. The
Pine Creek Local Authority has endorsed the following wording in principle:

e Welcome to Pine Creek
e NT Goldfields
e Jawoyn Wagiman Country

Council recognises the cultural significance of this wording and the importance of ensuring it is accurate,
respectful and compliant with all relevant cultural, statutory and land-protection requirements. Accordingly,
Council respectfully requests your review and formal advice on the proposed wording, including any
recommended amendments, conditions or approvals you consider necessary.

Your guidance is essential to ensure the Welcome Sign appropriately reflects and honours the Traditional
Owners and the cultural heritage of the area.

Council appreciates your time and consideration and looks forward to your response. We kindly request
that any feedback be provided to Council by the 14™ of April 2026 so this project can proceed. Should you
wish to conduct further consultation please let us know, we would welcome your attendance at the next
Pine Creek Local Authority meeting, scheduled for 5 May at Pine Creek.

Should you require further information or wish to discuss this matter, please contact us by email at
executive@vicdaly.nt.gov.au.

Kind regards,

Jennifer Marston

Chief Executive Officer
Victoria Daly Regional Council
ceo@vicdaly.nt.gov.au

PO Box 19
Katherine NT 0851
Telephone: 08 8972 0777
admin@vicdaly.nt.gov.au

Attachment 8.1.2 Letter from CEO Jennifer Marston RE Pine Creek
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12* February 2026

Commander Terry Zhang

Northern Command

Northern Territory Police Force

Via email <tianfang.zhang@pfes.nt.gov.au>

Dear Commander Zhang,
Re: Request for Community Consultation Regarding Police Presence in Pine Creek

| am writing to you on behalf of the Pine Creek Local Authority (PCLA) and Pine Creek community
regarding concerns about the potential withdrawal of police services from Pine Creek. It has come to our
attention that the NT Police may be considering this decision, yet there has been little communication or
consultation with the local community on the matter.

Given the importance of this issue to the safety and well-being of our residents, we respectfully request that
a community consultation be held before any final decision is made.

Pine Creek is home to four licensed premises, and the presence of local law enforcement plays a critical
role in ensuring the safety of both residents and visitors. A reduction in police presence could significantly
affect the community’s sense of security and public safety, and we believe it is essential that the local
community have an opportunity to provide input before such a significant change is considered.

We would greatly appreciate the opportunity to discuss these concerns in more detail with you. We are
pleased to hear that you have committed to attending the next PCLA meeting, and we look forward to
engaging in a productive discussion on this matter at that time.

Thank you for your attention to this important issue. We look forward to your continued partnership and a
collaborative approach to ensuring the best outcomes for our community.

Yours sincerely,

Sam Forwood
Chair Pine Creek Local Authority

POBox 19
Katherine NT 0851
Telephone: 08 8972 0777
admin@vicdaly.nt.gov.au
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31 March 2026

Via email <telstraregionalaffairs@team.telstra.com>
Dear Telstra Regional Affairs Team,

Victoria Daly Regional Council is writing to raise urgent concerns regarding ongoing telecommunications
outages and persistent connectivity issues affecting multiple communities across the Victoria Daly region of
the Northern Territory.

Reliable telecommunications services are critical for remote communities at all times; however, the current
situation is particularly concerning given the significant flooding currently affecting the region. During
emergencies such as flooding, communities rely heavily on stable mobile and internet connectivity for
emergency communication, coordination of services, access to essential supplies and maintaining contact
with emergency responders.

Council has been advised of a major outage that commenced on 8 March 2026, when Telstra reported a
suspected fibre break impacting several remote communities including Yarralin, Timber Creek and
Kalkarindji. The outage has affected:

» Mobile network services
* Internet connectivity
* Fixed line telephony

Telstra further advised that during this outage some communities may be unable to dial 000 emergency
services, which raises significant safety concerns given the remoteness of these locations and the current
flooding conditions. As of 10 March 2026, services had still not been fully restored due to flooding and
access issues preventing technicians from reaching affected infrastructure.

Council continues to receive reports of ongoing and recurring connectivity problems across several
communities, including:

Timber Creek — Since approximately January 2026, the internet service has been intermittent with periods
of slow connectivity and occasional complete outages. At times mobile calls and SMS continue to function,
however mobile data services stop working entirely, leaving devices connected to 4G without internet
access.

Kalkarindji — In October 2025, a fire damaged the Telstra building adjacent to the BAE tower which required
the site to be powered down. This resulted in a significant loss of mobile service across most of the
community until restoration was completed. Infrastructure surrounding the tower remains impacted.

Dagaragu — during recent severe weather the community was cut off from Kalkarindji for 3 days by flood
waters. We are aware that Telstra connection was not available and community members expressed
concern that if an emergency occurred, they would not be able to reach Police or other services such as
Care Flight.

Yarralin — Network disruptions occur frequently during the wet season, with both mobile and internet
services becoming unstable or unavailable for extended periods.

PO Box 19
Katherine NT 0851
Telephone: 08 8972 0777
admin@vicdaly.nt.gov.au
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Pine Creek — Since the completion of the Telstra 5G upgrade on 22 November 2024, the town has
experienced persistent connectivity issues. Council has received reports that during power outages the
mobile network can drop out completely rather than reverting to another network band, resulting in a total
loss of service.

These outages have serious and immediate impacts on essential services within our communities. During
the current outage Council has been advised that:

e The Centrelink office has been unable to operate due to lack of connectivity

e Phone services across communities have been unavailable

e Fuel sales at the local store and service station have been disrupted due to EFTPOS and
communication outages

For remote communities, telecommunications infrastructure is the primary link to emergency services,
government support, banking services, fuel access, and communication with family and support networks.
When these services fail, communities effectively become isolated.

Council acknowledges the efforts of Telstra personnel who have reportedly been mobilised from Alice
Springs, Tennant Creek and surrounding areas to assist with restoration efforts. We also understand the
logistical challenges posed by flooding and restricted access to infrastructure sites.

However, the frequency, duration and geographic spread of these outages raise concerns about the
resilience and redundancy of telecommunications infrastructure servicing remote communities.

Given the critical importance of telecommunications infrastructure, particularly during natural disasters such
as flooding, Victoria Daly Regional Council respectfully requests that Telstra:

e Provide a detailed update on the cause of the current outage and confirmed restoration timelines

¢ Outline the measures being taken to improve network resilience across remote communities during
the wet season

¢ Investigate the ongoing connectivity issues affecting Pine Creek following the 5G upgrade

e Review the recurring disruptions affecting Nauiyu, Yarralin, Timber Creek and Kalkarindji

o Consider infrastructure upgrades or redundancy solutions to reduce the risk of prolonged outages in
the future

Reliable telecommunications are essential to the safety, wellbeing and resilience of remote communities.
With the region currently experiencing significant flooding, the consequences of communication failures are
amplified and pose a direct risk to residents and service providers.

We appreciate your urgent attention to this matter and look forward to your response.

Kind regards,

."‘xj'

Jennifer Marston
Chief Executive Officer
Victoria Daly Regional Council

PO Box 19
Katherine NT 0851
Telephone: 08 8972 0777
admin@vicdaly.nt.gov.au
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Dheran Young

Member for Daly

PO Box 456

Berry Springs, NT 0838

Via email electrorate.daly@nt.gov.au

RE: Harmony Day Donation
Dear Dheran Young,

On behalf of the Victoria Daly Regional Council, | write to formally acknowledge and thank you for
your generous donation of $300, made in 2025 to support Harmony Day activities in Pine Creek.

At the time of receiving the donation, Council’s intention was to retain the funds to support the
delivery of a Harmony Day event in March 2026, subject to the availability of supplementary grant
funding. Regrettably, Council was not successful in securing the relevant grant funding in the
current financial year, which has impacted our ability to proceed with the event as planned.

In order to ensure the donation continues to provide a direct benefit to the local community,
Council intends to apply the funds to support ANZAC Day commemorations in Pine Creek,
specifically through the hosting of a gunfire breakfast for community members. This initiative will
contribute to an important commemorative occasion and foster community participation and
connection.

Council will ensure that your donation is appropriately acknowledged in any associated social
media communications relating to the ANZAC Day event.

Once again, please accept our sincere thanks for your generosity and your continued support of
community activities in Pine Creek.

Yours sincerely,

Jennifer Marston
Chief Executive Officer
Victoria Daly Regional Council

PO Box 19
Katherine NT 0851
Telephone: 08 8972 0777
admin@vicdaly.nt.gov.au
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9. General Business

This item is raised under General Business following a request received via the Deputy
Mayor from a community member to consider the purchase of fingerlings for stocking the
Copperfield Recreation Dam. The matter is presented for the PCLA to discuss.

e Fingerlings in Copperfield Dam

10. Questions from the Public

11. Confidential

Nil

12. Next Meeting

The next Meeting of the Pine Creek Local Authority will be held 4 August 2026.
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